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Ireland Fellows Programme — Pilot PhD Research Programme

The Ireland Fellows Programme Pilot PhD Research Programme is a new initiative under the Ireland Fellows
Programme to provide a prestigious award for excellent research. It offers selected suitably qualified PhD students
in partner higher education institutions in Vietnam the opportunity to study for one year at a higher education
institution in Ireland as part of their PhD programme. The award is fully funded and covers programme fees, flights,
accommodation and living costs for the year in Ireland, as well as eligible direct research expenses of up to €3,250
to enable the awardee to carry out the research project in Ireland. Three awards were made in 2022, the first year
of the Programme, and up to three awards will be made in 2023. The Ireland Fellows Programme promotes gender
equality, equal opportunity, and welcomes diversity. The aims of the Programme are:

» To nurture world-class future leaders;
» To develop in-country capacity to achieve national SDG goals;
+ To build positive relationships with Ireland.

The Programme is intended to enable researchers on their return home and on completion of their PhD to leverage
their high-level skills, knowledge, and talent to contribute to capacity building in their home country. Successful
awardees under the programme are recognised as demonstrating world-class potential as future leaders in their
respective fields. It is also envisaged that they will contribute to building enduring positive personal and professional
relationships with Ireland, promoting institutional linkages.

The Ireland Fellows Programme is fully funded by the Irish Government and is offered under the auspices of the
Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA). The Programme aligns with the Irish Government’s commitments under
Global Ireland and the national implementation plan for the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), The Global
Island: Ireland’s Foreign Policy for a Changing World, A Better World: Ireland’s Policy for International
Development, and Ireland's International Education Strategy.

The Ireland Fellows Programme PhD Research Programme is managed by the Department of Foreign Affairs in
partnership with the Irish Research Council (IRC). Programme implementation in Ireland is supported by the Irish

Council for International Students (ICOS).

The support provided is for research purposes and will not result in a separate qualification.

What we offer
Ireland Fellows Programme PHD Research Programme awards are fully funded. The award includes the payment
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of academic fees; visa application fees; medical and travel insurance; economy flights to and from Ireland; and the
Irish residence permit fee. Allowances include the following:

» A settling-in allowance towards items needed on arrival in Ireland;

» A completion and departure allowance at the end of the study period;

* A monthly living stipend of €650 (subject to review);

« Student accommodation arranged and paid for trimesters 1 and 2 (normally September to May), and in
trimester 3 a monthly accommodation stipend of €650-€850 depending on location in Ireland (subject to
review).

« Eligible direct research expenses of up to €3,250 — eligible costs are set out here
(https://www.irishaidfellowships.ie/sites/default/files/are-you-eligible/ifp_phd_research_programme_-
_eligible_costs_under_the_direct_research_expenses_allowance.pdf).

In addition, the Ireland Fellows Programme features many extracurricular, training and volunteering opportunities to
help you make the most of your experience in Ireland.

Eligible Countries:
Vietnam

O Applications for the academic year 2023/24 are now open

To view application documents, confirm your eligibility under Application Information below. Expressions
of interest must be submitted by email to viethamscholarship@dfanet.ie
(mailto:vietnamscholarship@dfanet.ie?subject=1FP%20Pilot%20PhD %20Exchange%20Programme) no
later than 16 December 2022.

Eligibility

Potential applicants should carefully ascertain whether or not they are eligible in advance of applying to the
programme.

To be eligible for an Ireland Fellows Programme — PhD Research Programme award commencing at the beginning
of the academic year 2023, applicants must:

« Be a resident national of Vietnam.

» Be currently enrolled full time in year 1 or year 2 of a PhD programme at an eligible Higher Education
Institution or research performing organisation in Vietnam. In the case of PhD programmes that run for 5 years
or more, students in year 3 are also eligible to apply (in addition to those in year 1 or 2). (Please see list of
eligible Higher Education Institutions in Annex 1 of the Call for Applications
(https://www.irishaidfellowships.ie/sites/default/files/are-you-eligible/phd_pilot_programme_-

call_for_applications_2023-24.pdf)).

« Be engaged in a PhD research topic in an eligible subject area aligned with Ireland’s Development
Programme. (Please see list of eligible subject areas in the Call for Applications
(https://www.irishaidfellowships.ie/sites/default/files/are-you-eligible/phd_pilot_programme_-

call_for_applications_2023-24.pdf)).
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« Be in receipt of an agreement from both the applicant’s own Higher Education Institution and a partner Higher
Education Institution in Ireland to complete one year of their PhD programme in the Higher Education
Institution in Ireland, and to return to their own Higher Education Institution to complete their PhD. (Please see
list of eligible Higher Education Institutions in the Call for Applications
(https://www.irishaidfellowships.ie/sites/default/files/are-you-eligible/phd_pilot_programme_-

call_for_applications_2023-24.pdf)).

« Not already hold a qualification at PhD level.

« Be applying to commence a one-year placement at an HEI in Ireland no sooner than August 2023, and be in a
position to take up the Fellowship in the academic year 2023/2024 if successful.

» Be able to demonstrate the following: leadership abilities and aspirations; a commitment to the achievement of
the SDGs within your own country; and a commitment to contribute to building positive relationships with
Ireland.

» Have the English language certification required by the Higher Education Institution in Ireland.

Application Process
Expression of Interest form

Applicants who are interested in making an application for the Programme should complete and submit an
Expression of Interest form. Expressions of Interest should be submitted by email to the Embassy of Ireland, Hanoi,
at viethamscholarship@dfanet.ie (mailto:viethamscholarship@dfanet.ie?
subject=IFP%20Pilot%20PhD%20Research%20Programme%20), by 16 December 2022.

Applicants who do not yet have the English language certification required by the Higher Education Institution in
Ireland can request a coupon in order to take the Duolingo English Language Test. This is an online test that can be
taken at home. This test should be taken in good time for your results to be confirmed before submitting your
application. The coupon can be requested in the Expression of Interest form.

Application Form
When you meet all of the eligibility requirements, you should complete and submit an application form together with
the required documents. The application form and required documents will be provided to eligible applicants who

send in an Expression of Interest form.

Indicative copies of these documents are provided here solely for information purposes; please note some
differences between these and the final version of the forms may occur.

Applications and supporting documents are submitted by email to vietnamscholarship@dfanet.ie
(mailto:vietnamscholarship@dfanet.ie). The deadline for receipt of applications is 10 February 2023.

Shortlisted eligible applicants will be invited to interview by the Embassy of Ireland, Hanoi.

You will be contacted by the Embassy of Ireland, Hanoi, once final decisions have been made and informed
whether you have been successful. Please do not otherwise contact the Irish Embassy during this period.
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Required Documents

» A form completed by the applicant’s host institution, i.e. the Vice President/Dean of Research or their
authorised nominee, confirming that the applicant is currently enrolled fulltime in year 1 or year 2 of a PhD
programme at their institution (or in year 1, year 2 or year 3 in the case of PhD programmes that run for 5
years or more). This form also includes an endorsement of the application to study for one year in Ireland as
part of their PhD programme, and to return to their own institution to complete their PhD.

» A Letter of Commitment completed by an academic supervisor within an Irish higher education institution
endorsing the application and confirming that they are willing to actively support the applicant during their
placement in the Irish organisation, and work with the applicant's supervisory team in Vietnam to guide the
research.

» Forms completed by two academic referees — the referees should know the applicant sufficiently well to
provide a reference. The signatory of either of the endorsement forms may not act as one of the applicant’s
referees.

» A copy of the identity page of the applicant’s passport, or another form of certified official identification.
Successful applicants will be required to submit a certified copy of the identify page of their passport. If their
existing passport expires before December 2024, they will be asked to provide a new passport.

» A copy of the graduation certificate for each higher education qualification you have completed, including your
Bachelor’s level qualification and, if applicable, any postgraduate qualifications completed. Do not include
copies of certificates from short programmes or for non-degree level programmes.

» A copy of the academic transcripts for each higher education qualification you have completed, including your
Bachelor’s level qualification and, if applicable, any postgraduate qualifications completed. Please also include
the explanation of the grading system, where provided with your transcript or otherwise available.

» Evidence of meeting the English language requirements of the HEI to which the applicant is applying.

Applications submitted without all of the required documentation will be deemed incomplete and will not be
considered.

Timeline

» September 2022 - Applications open

» 16 December 2022 - Deadline for receipt of Expression of Interest form

» 10 February 2023 — Deadline for receipt of Application Form and required documents

» February and March 2023 — Interviews for shortlisted applicants

» Late March 2023 — Outcome of interviews communicated to applicants; candidates who are successful at
interview will go forward to the last stage of the application process, which is the confirmation of the award of
Fellowship places.

» Late August/ early September 2022 - Successful applicants travel to Ireland

Application Information
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Applications will not be considered for this fellowship unless all eligibility criteria are met. You should carefully check that

you can meet the above criteria before requesting application information.

(] I'meetall eligibility requirements listed above. Please show additional information.

Strand:
PhD Research Programme
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